Disseminated Bipolaris spicifera in a neonate.
We report a premature infant with disseminated fungal infection identified as Bipolaris spicifera. The infant was born at 23 4/7 weeks' gestation, weighing 780 g. At day of life (DOL) 7 erythematous areas on the back were noticed that progressed to black, necrotic skin lesions. A shave biopsy showed invasive fungal organisms that were identified by culture as B. spicifera. The lesions progressed despite aggressive surgical debridement and antifungal therapy. On autopsy, fungal organisms found throughout the internal organs confirmed disseminated disease with B. spicifera. This organism is now more often recognized as a human pathogen; however, this is the first reported case in a neonate.